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NORWOOD PLANNING BOARD 
566 WASHINGTON STREET 

NORWOOD, MA   02062 
 

PLANNING BOARD MINUTES, DECEMBER 3, 2012 
 
Present:   Ernie Paciorkowski, Chairman 
    Joseph F. Sheehan, Vice-Chairman 
    Paul J. Donohue 
    Alfred P Porro 
    Debbie Holmwood, Clerk 
    Claire Murphy, Admin. Asst. 
 
 
7:00 P.M.  The Norwood Planning Board meeting was called to order by Mr. 
Paciorkowski, Chairman, in Room 12, Norwood Town Hall. 
 
 
ANR PLAN – 84 Morse Street 
 
Present: Bruce Comenitz, owner 
  Tim Bodah, project engineer 
 
Mr. Comenitz explained that they would like to divide the property at 84 Morse Street 
into two parcels with each parcel having the required frontage along Morse Street and the 
Neponset River as the center line between the two lots.  
 
Mr. Paciorkowski noted that both parcels have the required frontage on a public way and 
there is access through that frontage.  
 
Ms. Holmwood asked about the zoning and was told it was manufacturing. Seeing no 
further questions, Mr. Paciorkowski asked for the pleasure of the Board. 
 
MOTION made by Mr. Donohue to approve and endorse the ANR Plan for 84 Morse 
Street, seconded by Mr. Sheehan 
VOTE  5-0 
 
 
PUBLIC HEARING – MAJOR PROJECT SPECIAL PERMIT/SITE PLAN 
APPROVAL, Lots 22 & 43 Carnegie Row,  
 
Present:  Atty. Diane Geraghty Hall, representing David Spiegel 
   Matt Smith, Norwood Engineering 
 
 
Mr. Paciorkowski, Chairman, opened the Public Hearing. 
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Ms. Holmwood, Clerk, read the Public Hearing Notice as it appeared in the Norwood 
Record on November 15, 2012 and November 21, 2012. 
 
Atty. Geraghty Hall, began the presentation. The project consists of two lots, Lot 22 & 43 
on Carnegie Row next to the old Gerber Electronics Building. These lots are in a 
Highway Business Zone. Atty. Hall stated that Mr. Spiegel, owner, would like to 
temporarily use these lots to store vehicles that were located at the nearby HQ Building. 
The maximum number of vehicles they would like to store is 218 vehicles, the lot will 
remain graveled, and there will be a fence installed along the frontage of Carnegie Row 
along with landscaping. They are asking for a waiver of the traffic study because of the 
temporary nature of the project and they feel the traffic impact will be minimal because 
there won’t be any customers.  
 
Matt Smith, Norwood Engineering, stated that they would have 26’ aisles with 9 X 18 ½’ 
spaces as required by zoning. The only people who would be driving the cars would be 
employees from the dealerships. Bollards and plastic poles have been added to delineate 
exactly where the cars are to be located. Mr. Smith said that they have been through site 
plan review with department heads and have added some things to the plans that they 
have requested.  There will be monthly street sweeping, they will install a lock box with 
keys to be placed at a convenient location that was requested by the Fire Dept., and will 
specify the type of gravel being used.  They will also install the 12 linden trees that were 
requested by Mr. Costello and a sign showing the maximum number of parking spaces. 
 
Mr. Donohue wanted to know if the vehicles would be unloaded on the street or on the 
property. Mr. Smith said they would unload on the property and they are willing to have 
this as a condition of the permit.  
 
Mr. Paciorkowski asked if there would be any security lighting and Mr. Smith said that 
no lighting is being proposed.  
 
Mr. Porro did not like this plan and was concerned about the Vanderbilt strategic 
planning program that is currently being done by the planning department and how this 
project will affect it. Mr. Porro could not see any benefit to the Town or the abutters and 
he feels like we are regressing. Mr. Smith said that this piece of land is not going to stay 
like this for a long period of time, it’s too valuable, Mr. Spiegel is paying too much in 
taxes and it’s much too good of a location for it to be a permanent storage area for cars. 
This is a temporary thing because of the re-development of the HQ Building into a 
CarMax dealership.  
 
Ms. Holmwood wanted to know how long temporary was. Mr. Smith said they were 
requesting 5 yrs.   
 
Mr. Donohue wanted to know if 4 yrs would acceptable and Mr. Porro said how about 3 
yrs. Mr. Smith said that they would be willing to go with the 3 yrs. as a condition of 
approval.  
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Mr. Paciorkowski asked if anyone from the public had any questions.  Seeing none he 
asked for the pleasure of the Board. 
MOTION made by Mr. Donohue to close the public hearing for Lots 22 & 43 Carnegie 
Row, seconded by Mr. Porro 
VOTE  5-0  motion passed 
 
MOTION made by Ms. Holmwood to accept and approve the Major Project Special 
Permit/Site Plan Approval for Lots 22 & 43 Carnegie Row with  conditions that the use is 
temporary for 3 yrs. and that all vehicle unloading be on the property only, seconded by 
Mr. Sheehan 
VOTE  5-0 motion passed    
 
 
 
PUBLIC HEARING – ADEQUATE ACCESS, Lot 31B North Avenue 
 
Present:  Paul Brodmerkle, Site Design Professionals 
   Diane & Al Callahan, 54 Messenger St., Canton 
   Warren Wilkinson, 59 North Ave 
   Jessica James, 68 North Ave 
   Donna Bartlett, 78 Irving St 
   Edward Bartlett, 78 Irving St 
 
Mr. Paciorkowski, Chairman, opened the Public Hearing. 
 
Ms. Holmwood, Clerk, read the public hearing notice as it appeared in the Norwood 
Record on November 15, 2012 and November 21, 2012. 
 
Mr. Brodmerkle, representing Edith Flansbury, said that his client is interested in 
constructing a new home at the westerly end of North Avenue. The plan shows one single 
individual grandfathered lot and if adequate access is approved, that lot would be used for 
the construction of one home. Mr. Brodmerkle said that they feel that when the North 
Ave. was extended it was originally designed to accommodate five house lots and now 
it’s only going to have three house lots which is all it will ever see.   
 
Mr. Paciorkowski noted that this is a grandfathered lot and all the Board is required to 
approve is whether there is adequate access into that lot. Mr. Paciorkowski went over the 
standards of adequacy definition from the subdivision rules and regulations. 
 
Ms. Holmwood went over the background of the property and the Board discussed the 
deed.  
 
Mr. Donohue wanted to know where the closet fire hydrant was. Mr. Brodmerkle pointed 
to the end of the cul-de-sac.   
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Mr. Paciorkowski asked if there was anyone from the public that wished to speak. 
 
Jessica James was concerned about the size of the driveway. Mr. Paciorkowski explained 
that the Board is only concerned about the access the driveway provides and that is a 12’ 
wide driveway. Ms. James asked about the location of the hydrant and if it could be 
moved. Mr. Brodmerkle said the hydrant would not be moved. 
 
MOTION made by Mr. Porro to close the public hearing for Adequate Access, Lot 31B 
North Avenue, seconded by Mr. Sheehan 
VOTE  5-0  motion passed 
 
Mr. Paciorkowski read the note on the plan for Lot 31B stating that this plan is merely a 
determination by the board that the existing roadway and proposed driveway (if there 
were to be built as proposed by the petitioner) would provide adequate access in 
accordance with 3.6.2 of the Subdivision Rules and Regulations, to lot shown of the plan.  
This decision should not be construed as permission, authority or license to the petitioner 
to construct the driveway as proposed; he may or may not have the right to do so, but 
such a determination is beyond the authority of the Planning Board, and the Board makes 
no finding, therefore, as to whether the petitioner has he right to build the driveway as 
proposed.  This approval for adequate access applies only to Lot 31B. 
 
MOTION made by Mr. Donohue to approve the Adequate Access for Lot 31B North 
Avenue, seconded by Mr. Sheehan 
VOTE  5-0  motion passed 
 
 
ADJOURNMENT 
 
MOTION made by Mr. Sheehan to adjourn, seconded by Mr. Donohue 
VOTE  5-0  motion passed 
 


